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A. Personal Statement 
 
My laboratory started in 1993 and focused on regulation of gene expression, notably on the NF-Y transcription 
factor, throughout my scientific career, and on the p63 TF (2003/2012). We currently have three goals: (i) to 
establish the molecular (structural) mechanism(s) of how NF-Y synergizes with TFs (and itself) in promoters. 
(ii) To understand the mechanism of alternative splicing of NF-YA, which impacts on tumor growth and 
metastasis, and identify the implicated Splicing Factors. (iii) To study the evolutionary history of the three NF-Y 
subunits. 
 
B. Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors 
 
Currently, I am Professor of Genetics at the Department of Biomolecular Sciences of the University of Milan. 
 
Coordinator of the PhD program in Genetics and Molecular Biology for two terms (2006-2012). 
Co-founded Genespin srl in 2004, sold in 2014. The Company is currently active. 
On the board of Directors of the SIBBM, Italian Society of Molecular Biology (2002-2004) and AGI, Italian 
Genetics Association (2005-2007). 
Co-organized the annual SIBBM meetings in Milano (2005 and 2010). 
Elected in the Board of the Department of Biosciences for two terms (2014-2019). 
Elected in the Senate of the University of Milano for two terms (2014-2018). 
Coordinator of the PhD program in Molecular and Cellular Biology (2021-2024) 



 

Elected in the Board of the Department of Biosciesces for a third term (2022-2025). 
Promoted the U. of Milano-Politecnico joint Degree in “Bioinformatics for Computational Genomics” (2019- 
present) 
Academic Editor of Cell Death and Disease (NPG), PLoS ONE. 
Referee for: Nature Genetics, Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol., Nat. Methods, Nature Comm., Nature Plant, Nature 
Metabolism, Cell Reports, Plant Cell, Nucleic Acids Research, Cell Death and Differentiation, Stem Cells, J. 
Cell Biol., Plant J., Molecular and Cellular Biology, Oncogene, The EMBO J., EMBO Reports, J. Biol. 
Chemistry etch. 
 
Nominated Member of the Istituto Lombardo of Science and Letters (Est. 1797) in 2019. 
 
C. Contributions to Science 
 
Supervised the following PhD students currently in science: Patricia Lievens (Associate Professor, U of 
Verona, I); Chiara Liberati (CEO, Golgi Biotech, I); Giuseppina Caretti; (Associate Professor, U. Milano, I); 
Mattia Frontini (Associate Professor, U. of Exeter, UK); Carol Imbriano (Associate Professor U. of Modena, I); 
Barbara Testoni (Group Leader, CNRS Lyon, F); Claudia Forni (Telethon, I); N. Cordani (Assistant Professor, 
U. of Milano-Bicocca, I); Giacomo Donati (Full Professor, U. of Torino, I); Michele Ceribelli (Staff scientist, NIH, 
Washington, USA); Daniele Merico (Vice-President Tahoe/Vevo Therapeutics, USA); Diletta Dolfini (Associate 
Professor, U. of Milano, I); Elena Martinova (EY Scientific Consulting NYC, USA); Mariangela Lorenzo (Post-
doc, INGM Milano, I); Andrea Bernardini (Assistant Professor, U. of Milano); Dana Saad (Clinical Monitor, 
Milano); Mirko Ronzio (Technologist, U. of Milano); Alberto Gallo (Post-doc, U. of Milano). 
 
Published >180 papers: >16300 citations, H index 73 (Google Scholar); >11900 citations, H index 61 
(Scopus). 
Ranks in pos. 27447 in the Ioannides classification of the top 2% (100k) academic Scholars (all fields, 1960-
2019). 
Ranks in pos. 966 worldwide in the Research.com classification of best Molecular Biologist of 2025/26 (pos. 18 
in Italy). 
 
My contributions include: 

- The generation of antibodies and Dominant Negative vectors for NF-Y (#2 and #3), thereafter freely 
provided to >200 labs worldwide. The contribution was acknowledged in >190 resulting publications. 

- The formalization of the precise CCAAT logo, thereafter inserted in the TRANSFAC and JAPAR 
Transcription Factors databases (#5), commonly used in thousands of genomic studies. 

- The systematic classification of NF-Y subunits in Arabidopsis thaliana, thereafter followed in essentially 
all manuscripts focused on plant NF-Y (#7 and #11).  

- Studies on the novel mechanisms of action of the marine compound Et743 (#6), now an established 
drug against soft tissue sarcomas (Trabectedin). Identification of pro-differentiation properties. 

- The first identification of genomic targets of p63 (#9) and NF-Y (#10) in the pre-NGS era, among the 
first such TFs studies published from European labs. 

- The determination of the structure of NF-Y subunits in mammals and plants (#8, #12, #15, #17). 
- Collaboration with K. Struhl (Harvard U. USA) to insert NF-Y in the ENCODE consortium, leading to the 

-still ongoing- comprehension of its regulome by genomic and functional studies (#13, #14). 
- The discovery that the plant CCT family is related to NF-YA to impart sequence-specificity to the 

histone-like NF-YB/C subunits (#16), solving a long-lasting question in the field. 
- The model whereby sequence-specific TFs impacts on positioning of RNA Pol II initiation site(s) by 

using their flexible QVIT-rich domains (#20). 
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